
NEWSLETTER
Spring  2021 

"A Books and Butterflies Event" — Saturday, June 5th, 2021. 10 a.m. to  12 a.m. 

Book reading, discussion and presentation on local plants and insects  

at the Hortense Miller Garden 

	 The verb “curate” is roughly defined as; to pull together (or sift through) 
items, so as to organize them, typically around a theme, for presentation in a 
collection, or as an exhibition.  

	 Many things can be curated. Curating music for a website, and books for a 
special collections library are good examples. Indeed, even plants in a garden 
can be curated by how they are selected and organized to meet specific 
purposes -- such as representing native species, being drought tolerant, or 
providing support for populations of insects, birds and other species.   

	 Along these lines, on June 5th the Hortense Miller Garden is pleased to host 
“A Books and Butterflies Event” featuring the father-daughter duo of Peter and 
Adriana Briscoe. Author Peter Briscoe will give a reading from his new collection 
of short stories, The Book Seller and Other Stories, which will be complemented 
by an interactive dialogue with local butterfly expert, Adriana Briscoe, that will 
explore the similarities between curated collections of books in libraries and 
curated collections of plants in gardens.  Adriana, UCI Professor and a world’s 
expert in the biology of butterflies, will then present a talk about local Orange 
County butterflies and their host plants, and answer questions regarding what 
local gardeners can do to “curate” collections of plants in their own backyards. 

	      RSVP for this event at diane.lannon@gmail.com . Attendance is limited.

mailto:diane.lannon@gmail.com
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 Adriana Briscoe is an award-winning scientist and professor of ecology 
and evolutionary biology at the University of California, Irvine, Adriana studies 
the evolution of coloration and color vision in butterflies.  Her butterfly research 
has been featured in the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, U.S. News and World Report, National Geographic, 
Scientific American, Le Monde, National Public Radio, on television, and in 
museums. 

 Peter Briscoe has had the pleasure not only of living with books as a 
reader but also of making them his life's work as a librarian and writer. For 
more than 30 years he built library collecPons at two universiPes. A specialist 
in collecPon development, book acquisiPons, special collecPons, and 
preservaPon, he directed efforts that led to the purchase or donaPon of 1.5 
million volumes from all over the world on nearly all subjects. Briscoe is 
Associate University Librarian Emeritus at the University of California, 
Riverside. He is the author or co-author of five books.

 At the June 5th event Peter Briscoe will be signing copies of The 
Book Seller and Other Stories  (Palo Verde Press, ISBN 978-0-9634898-9-0). 
Advanced copies of the book can be purchased from Laguna Beach Books: 
in store (located in The Old Pobery Place at 1200 S. Coast Highway. 
telephone: 949-494-4779), or online (hbps://
www.lagunabeachbooks.com), or by email (lisa@lagunabeachbooks.com).

https://www.lagunabeachbooks.com
https://www.lagunabeachbooks.com
mailto:lisa@lagunabeachbooks.com


From the Friends of HMG Board President, Diane Lannon
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Spring has arrived.  The Gazebo reconstrucPon has had many delays but is near complePon.  The 
azaleas and wisteria are in full bloom, despite a dry winter, creaPng a warm and colorful welcome to 
the garden.  Few visitors wandered the trails during this past year, but we are now offering individual 
tours as members and guests contact us to stroll the garden.  The City of Laguna Beach is not yet 
staffed for our tour bookings, so please contact us via the website at www.HortenseMillerGarden.org or 
email  diane.lannon@gmail.com and we will do our best to accommodate you.  We have high hopes for 
events and workshops this year as the community opens back up for acPviPes.  Garden Art and 
MeditaPon workshops are planned.  We will host our first Book Club in June for one of our members.  If 
you are a member of a book club and would like to host a small group please reach out to us via the 
contact info above.   As we firm up dates for upcoming events this spring and summer, please watch for 
e-mails from us or check our website.  We appreciate your support of this beauPful home and garden 
and look forward to hosPng you again soon. 

  Board members Joe Prendergast and Marsha Bode, waiting in the Miller residence for a 
meeting to start.

http://www.HortenseMillerGarden.org
mailto:diane.lannon@gmail.com


We are deeply saddened to report this spring the Friends lost one of their most active and capable 
volunteers, Barbara Deubert.  Barbara came to us having had a full life and successful career, and 

generously shared her gardening wisdom and administrative 
experience with HMG. Barbara joined the Board of 
Directors in the Spring of 2017 and wrote this introductory 
paragraph for our newsletter: 

“I am originally from Colorado, where I began my education 
career, first as a high school English teacher after having 
graduated from the University of Colorado Boulder.  We 
soon moved to California and lived three years in Ontario/
Upland, where I taught at Chaffey High School.  We then 
moved to Menlo Park, where our children, Greg and 
Valerie, grew up and went to school.  I continued as a 
teacher, as well as a school administrator in private schools 
in the area.  After twenty years I moved to Pasadena and 
accepted a position as assistant principal at Westridge 
School.  
Then 
moved to 

Orange County to be a principal at St Margaret’s 
Episcopal School in San Juan Capistrano, where I 
served for several years.  I hold master’s degrees in 
both education and school psychology. . . The 
Hortense Miller Garden with its emphasis on 
Mediterranean and California native plants and its 
natural, almost wild growth, greatly appeals to me, 
as someone who grew up with an intense 
appreciation of the beauty of the woodlands and 
hiking trails of the Rocky Mountains.”  

 We are grateful to have known and enjoyed 
Barbara’s good humor and kindness these recent 
years and send our profound condolences to John 
and the family.
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Pictured above, Barbara Deubert. At right, Barbara 
with fellow board members Sherry Stevens and 
President Diane Lannon in the Gazebo Garden. 

Thanks to Kristy Melita for the pictures.

Barbara Deubert
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Above is Board Member Erika Giordano enjoying the Chinese 
fringe flower in the Gazebo Garden. 

Below, the Wisteria blooms again!

FRIENDS OF HORTENSE MILLER 
GARDEN BOARD MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT DIANE LANNON 

VICE-PRESIDENT  RUTH STAFFORD 
  
SECRETARY JAN BROWN 

TREASURER SHERRY STEVENS 

MARSHA BODE 

ERIKA GIORDANO 

KIMBERLY JAMESON 

JOE PRENDERGAST 

DOROTHEA YELLOTT 

GARDEN MANAGER: 

	 STEPHEN CRAWFORD 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: 

  DOROTHEA YELLOTT 

  MARSHA BODE 

  KIMBERLY JAMESON 

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER, 
 PLEASE EMAIL DYELLOTT@ME.COM 
    



P.
O

. B
ox

 7
42

, L
ag

un
a 

Be
ac

h,
 C

A
 9

26
52

 

Spring 2021  Friends of Hortense Miller Garden Newsletter  
Page 6

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
The Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation dedicated to the 
continuing support, preservation and improvement of this unique garden and historic residence. 
Your contributions, either as annual membership renewal or donation, are helping in this endeavor. 
When making a donation and/or renewal, please print and complete the form on this page, include 
your email address and check, and mail to: 

Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden, Box 742, Laguna Beach, CA 92652 

or enroll on our website: www.hortensemillergarden.org 

Date ____________________________                                Please select membership level: 

Name_____________________________________      ☐ Hortensia           $1,000 annually 

Street Address______________________________     ☐ Bougainvillea  $500 annually 

City, State, Zip Code ________________________       ☐ Wysteria   $100 annually 

Phone___________________Email__________________      ☐ Camellia    $50 annually 

Including email address saves the Friends mailing expense.      ☐ Donation            $_________ 

Thank you for your 
continued support of the 
Friends of the Hortense 
Miller Garden.  We 
sincerely look forward to 
welcoming you back to 
the garden soon to 
participate in our events 
in the newly renovated 
Gazebo and surrounding 
gardens.      The Gazebo in April 2021 under construction.

   “Like” us on Facebook:  Hortense Miller Garden	 Website:  www.hortensemillergarden.org 

    Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden is a nonprofit public benefit 501 (c)(3)corporation:#95-3131731 

http://www.hortensemillergarden.org
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