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An Unusual but Productive Summer

Because the last few months have been highly unusual and troubling, the Garden
has not experienced its customary round of events, such as Open House, workshops,
and docent-led tours. Nonetheless, Garden volunteers have been tending to weeds
and watering, pruning and planting, and cleaning, clipping, and collecting. Paths
have been cleared, dead trees and limbs have been removed, new trees have been
added, and the Gazebo reconstruction is underway. The Garden blooms and
flourishes, as it always does this time of the year, heedless of news concerning fears
and catastrophes. When we are all able to gather again, weʼll have much to
celebrate, and the garden will, in its usual excellent form, enhance the festivities.

We have exciting plans for a fall concert in the Garden, featuring a violinist and a
harpist, and we are considering the possibility of having small group gatherings once
the Gazebo area has been completed. We may not be able to have our usual
holiday party, just as we have had to cancel our annual Hortense Miller birthday
celebration.

Many of Horetenseʼs admonitions from 50 years ago sound as though they could
have been written today. Hortense had witnessed a multitude of troubled times: two
world wars, the pandemic of 1918, the Great Depression, neighborhood fires and
landslides, just to name a few. It would have been worthwhile to hear what she might
have thought about the period of time we are currently experiencing.

Until we are all able to gather again in the Garden, we wish you good health and
best wishes as we all do our best to weather these worrisome times.
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The Gazebo Reconstruction Project
Much of the summer has been devoted to the reconstruction of the gazebo, which had been
deteriorating over recent years, as well as the fortification of the slope behind it. The project
should be completed by mid-autumn and will look as good as new. The side panel paintings

also will be redone true to the original.

Clockwise from upper left: An early photo from the 1960s of the gazebo before the
side paintings had been added; a recent picture, reminding us of the way it will look
again; Andrew Soliz, Chief Master Builder for the project, organizing equipment in
the carport; a work in progress; workers in the gazebo area preparing the area for
the reconstruction
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Musings by Hortense Miller

(from the October, 1984 Newsletter)

Wild Animals in the Garden

Animals of different species get along with each other as long as they are roughly of
the same size. The raccoon and the skunk will eat from the same dish at the same
time. People donʼt get along so well, even if they are born from the same parents,
are mated, or are planning on annihilating an enemy half a world away. We have a
refusal to share, a desire to kill, which makes it difficult for us to see any life
independent of us and to admit its right to live.

Primitive people had greater sympathy than we have with the rest of life. Being
insulated from it, we have come to discount it. Athena had an owl; Odin had two
ravens, Thought and Memory, always with him; Crete had a goddess, Our Lady of
the Animals, and on and on. The older fairy tales of Europe show appreciation of
animals as wise, kind, and helpful. If you could understand bird-talk, you could solve
any problem put to you. Time and time again, the merciful animals save the hero or
heroine from the brutal death ahead. But soon we grew too big for our britches,
increasing the distance between ourselves and animals by downgrading them. Soon
only the outcasts from ruling society, the witches who clung to a nature-oriented
religion, were allowed to have animals. These were considered as devils, and their
extermination along with that of the witches was one of the pleasures of the age.

Back in Americaʼs early days, Edward Hicks painted a favorite theme, “The
Peaceable Kingdom,” again and again. It showed peaceful coexistence between
lions and lambs, and white men and Indians --- inspired by a memory of Eden and
Pennʼs Treaty with the Indians. And how did this dream work out? Did we deal
honorably with Indians and did the animals learn to trust us? I have only to appear
and everything flees. That symbol of peace, the dove, would rather break her neck
flying into a window glass than fly in my direction.

It is not easy to live with animals, because with ranch country on two sides we see
the unpretty side of animal life. Itʼs a far cry from a flower show! A raccoon has
been killed and mostly eaten by a company of coyotes. A mess. Butchery is just that.
Two days later, they have cleaned up, for hunger is not squeamish. The coyotes
cannot be held responsible, but thereʼs some flaw here. Maybe some unmistakable
evil. That one animal, complicated and sensitive as it is, worthy of wonder and
respect, should only to fill the belly of another animal, negates your sense of value,
of decency. Since we wonʼt go to jail for not liking it, I wonʼt like it.
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Among Our Accomplishments in the Garden . . .

Lest you think FHM Board and Garden volunteers have just been
sitting around doing nothing but drinking tea and enjoying each
otherʼs company (well, weʼve being doing that, too), we want to
share a few of our many projects. We have taken advantage of
the large expanse of time to do major pruning, planting, cleaning,
repairing, and replacing.

Clockwise from upper left: Sherry Stephens and her newly planted
coleus garden; Garden Manager Stephen Crawford and volunteer
Fu Mei Huang at work pruning back the overgrown wines and ivy
on the kitchen patio screen; gardeners Barbara Deubert, Fu Mei
Huang, Stephen Crawford, Diane Lannon, Jan Brown, Ben Brown,
and Sherry Stephens taking a break from pruning and cleaning;
freshly refinished patio furniture, looking like new
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Join the Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden!

The Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation dedicated to the continuing support,
preservation and improvement of this unique garden and historic residence. We welcome donations to help us in this
endeavor. To make a donation and/or become a member, please print this page, complete the form and mail it to
Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden, PO Box 742, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Name

Address

City State Zip

Email Phone

Including your email address saves the Friends mailing expens

Select Membership Type (check one):

___ Camellia $50 Annual Membership ___Bougainvillea $500 Annual Membership
(includes quarterly Newsletter, free Garden tours, (includes Wisteria benefits, plus invitations to special events
and free workshops) Afternoon Tea and House and Garden tour for you and four

guests on a day arranged with our staff)

___ Wisteria $100 Annual Membership ___Hortensia $1,000 Annual Membership
(includes all Camellia benefits, plus private House (includes all Bougainvillea benefits, plus Sunset High Tea and
and Garden tour and four guests on a day arranged Garden tour for you and six guests on a day arranged with
with our staff) our staff)

Upcoming – A Concert in the Garden

We are excited to share the news that we will soon be having a virtual concert in the Garden. Violinist
Jessica Haddy and harpist Jillian Lopez, both members of the Southern California
Philharmonic Orchestra, plan to perform for us in the late fall, after our projects have
been completed and when the weather has cooled down. Although we probably will
not be having any large group gatherings until 2021, the prospect of recording this
concert strikes us as being a creative and viable alternative to hosting it for a live
audience.

Jessica Haddy (pictured at right), who has performed in our Garden before, is a
distinguished professional, presently acting as concertmaster for the S.C. Philharmonic
Orchestra as well as their primary accompanist. Together with her husband, she is involved in Haddy Music,
which offers top quality on-line lessons in string instruments, as well as performing as a freelance violinist.

Jillian Lopez also is an free lance artist and teacher. She is currently Principal Harpist of the West Coast
Symphony, Long Beach Ballet Company, Pacific Opera Project, SLO Symphony, and the Contemporary
Performance Collective, and has played with many prestigious musical organizations.

We will keep you posted as to exact details of this upcoming event in the Garden.



Naked Ladies in the Garden?!

No, no, NO — itʼs not what you may think! The
many pink beings we see sporting in the Garden are
Belladonna (“beautiful woman”) Amaryllis, so called
“naked ladies” because of the absence of the
adornment of any leaves to give them modest
covering. In the spring, the plant gives forth an
abundance of leafy growth, which dies back before
blossoms begin. When the flower, which is always
some shade of pink, appears, it emerges elegantly
and often in abundance on single stalks. In our area,
they usually appear suddenly in August, last for a couple of weeks, and then fade
and are gone in September. This is an easy plant to grow and tend; itʼs happy in
anything from a rock garden to a container. It tends to grow and spread over the
years that you can put up with naked ladies cavorting in your yard. The lady is not
thirsty and requires no special care or feeding. There is little that can pester it,
including deer, rabbits, snails, or other hungry critters.
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Come tour the Garden!

Docent Guided Garden Tours will resume in 2021

Reservations 949-464-6645

“Like” us on Facebook: Hortense Miller Garden Website: www.hortensemillergarden.org

P.
O

.B
ox

74
2,

La
gu

na
Be

ac
h,

C
A

92
65

2

COMING EVENTS – Watch for news!

A violin and harp concert will be presented via
video sometime in November. More information will
be on its way soon.

Regrettably, we have had to cancel our annual
Hortense Miller Birthday Party this year. She would
have turned 112 on September 9th.


