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2021, Here We Come!

We have almost come to end of a most unusual year. So many things have
occurred that we could not have foreseen, and so many events cancelled or altered
because of circumstances. But here we are, ready to face another holiday season
and a new year.

Although we have had to cancel or postpone our usual busy run of activities and
celebrations in the Garden, we have taken advantage of the opportunity to
refurbish the Garden and repair or replace items that were sorely in need of
attention. Our largest and most ambitious undertaking has been the replacement
of the Gazebo and the slope behind it. Because of complications that usually
accompany this sort of enterprise, our deadline of October was prolonged to
sometime in the new year. When the Gazebo is finished, it will look like the
original, but will be much enhanced. Because the slope behind it was in need of
fortification, several trees, bushes, and plants had to be removed. The
replacement of that foliage, as well as plants in the Gazebo garden itself will be
the second phase of the project. Included in our plan is also a railing along the
stairs leading to the Gazebo. Because the Gazebo is so much part of the heart of
the Garden, we feel that its completion will lend new life to the Garden. We are
eagerly anticipating the finished project, and excited for the opportunity to show
it to you. This will certainly call for a real celebration.

The rest of the Garden has been unperturbed by events in the news, continuing with
its usual seasonal beauty. The camellias and paperwhites grace the area, and the
toyon bushes remind us of the holiday season with their abundance of red berry
clusters. Soon we will begin a fresh new year filled with promise. Among the many
things weʼve learned during the last year, however, is that the future will bring the
unexpected. Letʼs hope it will be a time filled with good cheer and fellowship.
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The Ongoing Gazebo Reconstruction Project
Don’t be alarmed by what looks like devastation in the Gazebo garden and the slope behind it.
Unforeseen delays have hampered our progress, but work has begun again, and completion of
the area will move quickly. The trees and shrubs that were removed will soon be replaced with

new plantings that will remain true to Hortense Miller’s original ideas.

New Benches
Hidden away in a leafy nook by the driveway is a beautiful new addition to the Garden:
two recently completed benches hand-crafted by our talented Board member and long-
time Friend, Rick Huffman. The wood was hewn from an agonis flexuosa (peppermint
willow), a tree on the property that had to be removed three years ago, as it was in danger
of falling. After three years of aging, the wood was ready to be used. If you are
interested in more information or purchasing any this wood, which can be crafted into
such items as beautiful tables or counter tops, please contact Rick Huffman at 714-397-
4707 or huffmanRJ@gmail.com. We plan to add more benches of this type along the
pathways of the Garden in the future.
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A (sort-of) Christmas Story
by Hortense Miller

I remember when I was graduated from Froebel Grammar School in St. Louis. We
gave a play. I was the Fairy Patience. That was second most important part. Juanita
Moise had the most important part – that of the girl who was converted to patience
by me (you can see that this was a very devil of a play). I was always impressed
with Juanita Moiseʼs name, because it was pronounced Wah-nee-ta Mo-ease, which
was not what my experience had led me to expect, but such was the case.

I wore whatever was available to make me look like a fairy in January, 1922. We
had already bought me a middy skirt with a lavender silk middy tie to graduate in
(wouldnʼt you know our class colors were lavender and white? This was probably
because the middle-class beauty parlors that proliferated after the war were painted
green and lavender). And there was no money for two outfits. I was 13. In l922,
they did not make clothes for that age bracket; you were either a mere child or you
were a woman, and there was no fooling around in between. I couldnʼt wear high
heels, so somewhere or other we got white cloth slippers with pointy toes that had
heels shaped like high heels, but squashed down very much as if a wall had fallen
on them. The toes looked as if they were forging ahead, but the heels looked as of
they would sink down and remain forever where they were. They were rather big,
although my feet had grown to adult size long before the rest of me attempted it.
We cleaned the slippers with chalky white shoe cleaner so they would do. After all,
Juanita Moise was more responsible for the success of the play than I was; I came
on, assuming my heels would follow my toes, only early and late in the play. I wore
heavy white silk stockings – my sisterʼs, I guess, and I was far from filling them out,
except for the knees. There the stockings were well rounded.

Surprisingly, as my foot and legwear had been oversized, my dress was undersized.
It was really quite pretty, a pleated double net, but it must have been laid away (in
the hope of just such a Glorious Resurrection) a year or two, while I was growing
from a child to a woman. The pleats were neither in nor out. It was too tight and too
short. Thatʼs how my knees got to be so important in the act, although it wasnʼt
stylish in 1922 to feature them. I had wings. We had to spend money to have them
made of net stretched on wire frames. They should have been worn attached to a
sort of harness, but they were merely pinned to the back of the dress. They either
rocked forward swinging horizontally either side of me or laid either both to the
right or both to the left. I had no control over them. Afterward, we kept them around
a long time as they were too costly to dump, but I never wore them again.

(continued on page 4 . . . )
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A (sort-of) Christmas Story, continued . . .

I had a wand with a gilded cardboard star nailed on it, and another
gilded cardboard star on my forehead. This was held on by a circlet
of string woven with silvery slivers that stood out all around it. It
came off our Christmas tree. It had to be tight and low around my
eyebrows, as the star stood erect only by leaning against my
forehead, and it was torture to wear. It pricked and itched like
crazy. I wonder now that we didnʼt sew this crown of thorns to a
ribbon and tie it on me, but probably nobody but me knew how
wretched it was. Anyway, this was quite an outfit. Mother and I
were probably worn to a frazzle getting it all together. We even
had to mix gilt and paint it on the stars. It was not easy to make a
star, for that matter.

I remember all this, because we actually had a picture taken of me
as the Fairy Patience. And I remember it, because it was not a
success but a sort of public embarrassment. I do not know how I felt
about things before this, but afterward
I never wanted to go on the stage, or
get dressed up, or aspire to wings.
Juanita Moise was luckier. She only
had to wear ordinary clothes. This was
rather a poor neighborhood, and
Juanita never got to go to high school.
I wonder if Juanita Moise – she of the
extraordinary name! – remembers it
all, too.
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A New Opportunity To Donate

A generous donor, Patrick Quilter, has offered to match all donations given to the Garden up to
$20,000 through December 31, 2020. This opportunity comes at a time when itʼs especially
needed, as we have several major projects scheduled within the coming months. Our budget
can handle ongoing costs for the proper care and maintenance of the House and Garden, but
we are sorely challenged by paying for expensive repairs and replacements that have all come
at the same time. As always, we are grateful to you for your ongoing support and gracious
participation in the Hortense Miller Gardenʼs activities!

Payment: web link: www.HortenseMillerGarden.org
Check: Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden, Inc.

P.O. Box 742
Laguna Beach, CA 92652
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Join the Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden!

The Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation dedicated to the continuing support,
preservation and improvement of this unique garden and historic residence. Thank you for helping us in this endeavor by
renewing your FHMG membership, and we welcome your donation. Membership renewal is due in January 2021. When
making a donation and/or renewing your membership, please print this page, complete the form, including your online
contact information,and mail to Friends of Hortense Miller Garden, PO Box 742, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Name

Address

City State Zip

Email Phone

Including your email address saves the Friends mailing expens

Select Membership Type (check one):

___ Camellia $50 Annual Membership ___Bougainvillea $500 Annual Membership
(includes quarterly Newsletter, free Garden tours, (includes Wisteria benefits, plus invitations to special events
and free workshops) Afternoon Tea and House and Garden tour for you and four

guests on a day arranged with our staff)

___Wisteria $100 Annual Membership ___Hortensia $1,000 Annual Membership
(includes all Camellia benefits, plus private House (includes all Bougainvillea benefits, plus Sunset High Tea and
and Garden tour and four guests on a day arranged Garden tour for you and six guests on a day arranged with
with our staff) our staff)

Please include your check made out to Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden.

Found in our back files of the Newsletter was this fascinating list of facts
recorded by a long-time Friendof the Garden. :

Memories of Botany
by Joan Henderson

(from the January, 2005 Newsletter)

Did you know?

1. The three most important plants for humans are rice, corn, and wheat.
2. Trees in the tropical rain forest donʼthave tree rings.
3. Cassava, manioc, yuca, and tapioca are all the same.
4. A tuber, such as a potato, is a horizontal underground stem. The eyes are nodes.
5. Bees are red color blind. They favor yellow and blue flowers.
6. Tropical trees are not pollinated by the wind.
7. Most of the produce in the supermarket is fruit, not vegetables.
8. Peanuts, coconuts, almonds, and Brazil nuts are not nuts, botanically speaking.
9. The pepper, avocado, and papaya are berries. Raspberries, blackberries, and strawberries are not.
10.Recent genetic studies indicate that the most primitive (oldest) living flowering plant is the
Amborella trichopoda, which only grows on the island of New Caledonia.

(As Joan advised, “Want to learn more?
Sign up for botany at Orange Coast College, as I did recently.”)



With an Attitude of Gratitude

We have entered a season in which we are reminded of the abundance of all our
blessings and the good fortune in our lives. We are especially mindful of the
support of all those who value the dream of Hortense Miller and aid in
maintaining her garden and home. Our thanks extend to those near and far and
to a list too long to include the names of all the Gardenʼs ardent and faithful
supporters, although we wish we could. The Garden wouldnʼt exist without you.
To the City of Laguna Beach, who regards this property as one of its most unique
and worthwhile sites, and works so amicably with the Friends of Hortense Miller -
to all the volunteers, who work ably as gardeners, docents, board and committee
members, and to the talented and gracious workers at our many events - to those
who attend our events, and especially to all you Friends, who believe in the
importance of supporting and maintaining this extraordinary property, we offer
deepest and hardy thanks. Especially during this last year, when the Garden has
been mostly closed down, except for construction and maintenance work, we are
keenly aware of the importance of your support. When the Garden is open again
and ready to welcome all its friends and supporters, we will be delighted to see
you and offer our thanks in person!
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Come tour the Garden!

Docent Guided Garden Tours will resume in 2021

Reservations 949-464-6645

“Like” us on Facebook: Hortense Miller Garden Website: www.hortensemillergarden.org
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COMING EVENTS – Watch for news!

Because of the delay in completing construction in
the Garden, the virtual concert planned for November
has been postponed until the new year.

Our holiday party is cancelled also because of the
pandemic, but we will make up for it once all danger
has passed.


